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PREFACE. 

TT  is  a  Truth  too  well  known  and  too  fatally 
experienced ,  that  the  Poor  of  this  Kingdom 
are  in  general  greatly  di fire  (Jed,  reduced  to  many 
Hardfhips ,  and  frequently  drove  to  feek  their 
Livelihood  in  the  publick  Streets  and  Highways , 
not  in  total  Id  lent fs,  but  by  Means  the  mojl  un - 
jufli fable,  the  mojl  fatal  to  themfelves ,  the 

mojl  pernicious  to  Civil  Society . 

This  is  the  more  to  be  lamented ,  as  we  have 
many  Laws  wijely  calculated  to  prevent  thofe 
Grievances ,  and  as  enormous  Sums  are  annually 
raifed  for  their  Relief  and  Employment . 

Whether  thefe  Misfortunes  arife  from  any 
Defedl  in  the  Laws,  or  in  the  Execution  of  them, 
there  Jeans  no  Necejjity  to  determine ,  but  mofl 
probably  from  both. 

As  the  Evil  appears  to  be  univerfal,  the 
Remedy  ought  to  be  equally  fo . 

The  Efforts  which  have  been  made  to  that  End, 
within  the  laf  Century,  by  Men  in  the  highefl 
Stations,  of'  the  greatejl  Piety ,  Virtue  and 
Ability,  have  proved  unfuccefsfuL 

This  has  difeouraged  many  from  attempting  fo 
great  and  arduous  a  Tajk,  but  perhaps  there 
never  was  a  Time  Jo  favour  able  for  it,  as  the 
prefent,  when  his  Majtfy,  by  the  glorious  Succcfs. 
of  his  Arms ,  and  the  happy  Conch jion  of  the 
War,  has  rejlored  Peace  and  Tranquility  to  this 
Country,  and  added  to  it  an  immenfe  Extent  of 
Territory  5  and  when  from  the  late  wife  Regu - 

A  2  /  Jations 


PREFACE. 

ia t ions  which  have  been  made  for  extending  our 
\ Trade  and  Commerce ,  by  /applying  fo  many 
Millions  of  his  new  Subjects  with  our  Manufac¬ 
tures ,  Prudence  and  good  Policy  fecm  to  call  for 
every  Hand  that  is  fit  for  Labour, 

cThefe  Confiderations  have  produced*  the  Scheme 
here  publi/hed  Jeveral  Parts  of  which  have 
been  colleBedfrom  the  Labours  ofthofe  Gentlemen 
who  have  employed  their  thoughts  and  their  Pens 
upon  this  Subjedl ,  by  one  who  wifhes  ardently  for 
it ,  but  it  is  not ) anguine  enough  to  think  that  his 
Zeal  or  Endeavours  in  a  Work  big  with  fo 
many  Difficulties ,  can  afford  it  the  leaf}  Profit 51 
of  Succefs .  His  only  Hope  is,  that  what  he 
communicates  by  this  Means  may  induce  thofe  to 
whom  it  is  add  re  [fed ,  to  take  it  under  their 
Patronage ,  and  graft  fome  Scheme  upon  it, 
which  may  be  crowned  with  the  defire d  Effect. 

Should  his  May e fly,  the  Father  and  Guardian 
cf  his  People,  who  has  {hewed  on  fo  many  Occa¬ 
sions  how  much  he  feels  for  their  Dift refifes,  and 
has  endeared  himfelf  to  them  by  fo  many  I?  fiances 
of  his  Goodnefs ,  be  pleafed  to  Jhow  his  Royal 
Countenance  to  fuch  an  Undertaking ,  and  fhould 
the  \ Two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  animated  by  Jo 
or  cat  an  Example,  unite  their  Endeavours  to 
accomplijh  it  ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  their 
eminent  and diftinguifhed  Abilities ,  will  furmount 
all  Difficulties ;  and  that  their  Names  will  by 
that.  Means  be  tranjmitted  with  Honour,  Grati¬ 
tude  and  Ref fc A  to  the  latefl  Pojlerity. 
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PROPOSED 

For  an  AEl  of  Parliament  for  the  bet 
ter  Government ,  Maintenance  and 
Employment  of  the  Poor  in  the  feve- 
ral  Counties  in  England  and  Wales, 
and  for  repealing  the  prefent  Laws 
relating  thereto ,  and  for  reducing  the 
:  whole  into  o?te  AEl. 

T^H AT  every  County  (hall  be  divided 
.  into  convenient  Diftri&s,  each  Dif- 
tridl  to  comprehend  a  Number  of  Parishes 
and  extraparochial  Places,  which  lie  conti¬ 
guous  to  each  other* 

.  OBSERVATION* 

\ The  prejent  Parochial  Diftriffs  are  generally 
found  too  [mail for  the  Purpofes  of  employing  the 
Poor ,  and  putting  them  under  fuch  Government 
and  Regulation  as  may  be  necefjary • 
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Counties  will ,  it  is  apprehended ,  be  found  too 
large  for  that  Purpofe . 

Hundreds  when  they  lie  contiguous  and  entire 
■may  be  convenient ,  but  as  feme  of  them  may  be 
too  large  and  others  too  fnall  to  be  formed  into 
one  DiferiS ,  and  as  they  frequently  run  irregu¬ 
larly  into  each  other ,  and  a  ford  no  precife 
Boundary  or  furifdiSion  with  refpeS  to  the 
Poor,  it  is  apprehended  that  DifiriSs  compre¬ 
hending  a  certain  Number  of  Purifies ,  Town- 
fiips,  or  extraparochial  Places ,  which  main¬ 
tain  their  own  Poor ,  and  lie  contiguous ,  though 
they  may  run  into  different  Hundreds,  will 
be  a  more  convenient  Divifon  for  this  Purpofe . 

That  the  Names  of  every  Parifh  or  extra- 
parochial  Place  in  each  Diftridt  fhall  be  de¬ 
fer  i  bed  in  the  Adi,  and  each  Diflricl  in  every 
County,  diftinguifhed  by  the  Names  of  the 
Firil,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  &c . 

OBSERVATION. 

/ 

It  is  apprehended  it  will  be  much  better  to 
have  tkefe  DifiriSs  deferibed  by  the  Legifature 
in  the  AS,  than  referred  to  any  Perfons  to  be 
appointed  in  the  Country  for  that  Purpofe ,  in 
order  to  preferve  a  Confllency  in  the  whole 
Scheme,  and  as  they  will  befi  judge  whether 
larger  or  /mailer  DifiriSs  will  produce  the 
great  eft  national  Convenience ;  it  may  deferve 
their  Confederation  whether  the  DifiriSs  may 
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not  be  fo  formed  as  to  have  the  Cities ,  Corpora¬ 
tions  and  great  Towns  ; near  the  Center ,  where 
their  Situations  will  admit  of  it,  as  the  Poor 
may  be  better  employed  in  the  Manufactures  of 
thofe  T owns,  if  their  Wcrk-houfes  are  in  or  near 
them ;  but  as  the  Legifature  cannot  judge  where 
it  will  be  proper  to  draw  the  Line  for  thefe 
Dift ribls,  without  a  Plan  of  the  feveral  Pa - 
rijhes  in  each  County,  fome  Obfervations  are 
fubmitted  upon  that  Matter  at  the  end  of  this 
Treatife . 

That  the  Juftices  of  Peace,  Redors  and 
Vicars  refiding  within  each  Diftrid,  and  all 
Freeholders  of  Thirty  Pounds  a  Year,  and 
Perlons  who  occupy  Lands  or  Tenements  of 
One  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum,  iituate 
within  the  Diifrid,  to  be  incorporated  by  the 
Name  of  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  within  their 
relpedive  Didrids,  to  have  a  Seal,  perpetual 
Succeffion,  and  all  neceffarv  Privileges  as  a 

1  Jo 

Body  Politick  or  Corporate. 

That  the  Guardians  of  each  Diftrid  (hall 
meet  at  a  Day,  flour  and  Place  to  be  fpeci- 
lied,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  Execution 
of  the  Ad. 

That  they  fhall  firft  choofe  a  Chairman 
or  Precedent  by  Majority  of  Voices. 

That  they  fhall  then  proceed  to  choofe  by 
Ballot  out  of  the  Guardians,  fome  of  the 
moil:  Able  and  Difcreet,  to  be  Di  redors,  the 
Number  of  Diredors  for  each  Diilrict  to  be 
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fpecified  in  the  Afi;  every  Juftice  of  Peace 
within  each  Diftri.fi  to  be  a  Director. 

The  Directors  ffiall  choole  by  Ballot  a 
Treafurer,  Clerk,  Governor,  Matron  and  fuch 
other  Officers,  from  time  to  time,  as  (hall  be 
found  neceffary  for  carrying  the  Afi  into  Exe¬ 
cution,  and  to  allow  them  proper  Salaries  out 
of  the  Money  to  be  raifed  and  collected  under 
the  Authority  of  the  Act. 

The  Directors  fo  to  be  defied  to  continue 
for  Two  Years,  and  then  new  ones  to  be 
defied  in  the  fame  Manner  every  Year  after¬ 
wards. 

Any  Seven  or  more  of  the  Direfiors  to  be 
a  Committee  to  direfi  and  fuperintend  the 
Buildings,  to  give  Orders  for  railing  and  pay¬ 
ing  of  Money,  and  they  are  to  caufe  their 
Proceedings  and  Accounts  to  be  regularly 
entered  in  Books  to  be  kept  for  that  Purpofe. 

If  any  Direfior  dies,  the  Guardians  may  fill 
up  the  Vacancy  upon  proper  Notice  to  be 
given  for  that  Purpofe, 

The  Guardians  and  Direfiors  at  all  Meet¬ 
ings  to  bear  their  own  Charges. 

Any  Officer  who  fhall  embezzle  or  mifap- 
ply  any  of  the  Money  or  Goods  belonging  to 
the  Corporation,  ffiall  be  difeharged  from  his 
Office,  forfeit  Ten  Pounds,  and  treble  the 
Value  of  the  Money  or  Goods  fo  embezzled. 

The  Direfiors  to  contract  for  the  Purchafe 
of  Buildings  and  a  proper  Quantity  of  Land 
for  thefe  Purpofes,  as  near  the  Center  of  the 
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Didri&s  as  they  conveniently  can,  and  upon 
a  Common  or  Wade,  if  any  lie  contiguous, 
and  the  Content  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor 
can  be  obtained. 

Such  Lands  or  Buildings  never  to  be 
affeffed  at  a  higher  Value  or  improved  Rent 
than  at  the  T  ine  of  fuch  Purchafe. 

The  Value  of  fuch  Wade  or  Common- 
Land  to  be  fettled  by  a  Jury  to  be  fummoned 
out  of  the  next  adjacent  Diftrid;  one 
Part  of  the  Money  at  which  the  fame  fhall 
be  valued  to  be  paid  to  the  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  and  the  Remainder  to  be  applied 
in  eafe  of  the  Poors  Rates  in  the  Parifh  or 
Place  where  fuch  Common  lies,  if  the  Oc¬ 
cupiers  of  all  the  inclofed  Lands  in  fuch 
Parifh  or  Place  have  Right  of  Common  on* 
fuch  Wades;  if  not,  to  be  diftr ibuted  to  each 
Freeholder  in  proportion  to  his  Right  of 
Common  ;  the  Proportions  to  be  fettled  by 
Three  indifferent  Perfons  to  be  named  by 
fuch  Jury,  fuch  Common  and  Wade- Land 
to  be  inclofed  from  the  other  Part  of  the 
Common  or  Wade,  as  foon  as  conveniently 
may  be  after  the  Purchafe-Money  fhall  be 
paid,  or  duly  tendered  to  the  Perfons  intitled 
to  receive  the  fame. 

That  the  Directors  (hall  caufe  to  be  built 
in  Two  Years  after  the  pa  ding  the  Act,  upon 
the  Lands  fo  to  be  purchafed,  convenient 
plain  Buildings,  without  Ornaments,  of 
the  cheaped  .  and  mod  durable  Materials, 
of  Dimenfions  adapted,  as  near  as  conveni¬ 
ently 
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ently  may  be,  to  the  Number  of  Poor  with¬ 
in  the  Diftrid;  to  be  ufed  for  the  following 
Purpofes : 

As  a  Hofpital  for  the  Reception  and  Main¬ 
tenance  of  inch  aged,  fick  or  infirm  Perfons 
and  young  Children  as  are  not  able  to  work. 

As  a  Work-houfe  for  the  Reception,  Main¬ 
tenance  and  Employment  of  fuch  poor  Per¬ 
fons  as  are  able  to  work. 

And  as  a  Houfe  of  Correction  for  the 
punching  and  keeping  to  hard  Labour  fuch 
poor,  idle,  vagrant  and  diforderly  Perfons, 
who  being  able,  fhall  refufe  to  Work,  or 
©therwife  mifbehave  themfelves. 

To  be  called,  The  House  of  Industry. 

That  the  Directors  do  caufe  the  Buildings 
to  be  furnifhed  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the 
Occafion,  and  provide  a  convenient  Stock  of 
Hemp,  Flax,  Wool,  Cotton,  Thread,  Iron, 
Stone,  Wood,  Leather,  or  other  Materials, 
as  they  fhall  judge  moft  proper,  for  the  Em¬ 
ployment  of  the  Poor  to  be  received  there. 

That  the  Money  for  fuch  Purchafes,  and 
for  tlie  erecting,  furnifliing  and  flocking  the 
Buildings,  be  borrowed  by  the  Directors, 
and  fecured  with  Intereft  by  Affignrnent  of 
the  Poors  Rates  within  each  Diflrict. 

The  Affignrnent  to  be  made  by  not  lefs 
than  Nine  Directors  under  the  common  Seal 
of  the  Corporation,  in  a  fhort  Form  to  be  in¬ 
ferred  in  the  Act,  without  Stamps ;  the  Ex- 
pences  of  each  Affignment  not  to  exceed 
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Two  Shillings  and  Sixpence,  and  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  Money  borrowed. 

Thefe  Alignments  to  be  transferred  by 
Indorfement  figned  by  the  Party  intitled  to 
the  Money. 

Every  Alignment  and  Transfer  to  be 
entered  by  the  Clerk. 

That  Interefl:  of  the  Money  fo  to  be 
borrowed,  the  Principal  when  to  be  paid 
off,  and  the  neceffary  Expence  of  maintain¬ 
ing  and  employing  the  Poor,  and  carrying 
all  the  Purpofes  of  the  Act  into  Execution, 
to  be  levied  and  collected  by  the  Poors  Rates 
in  each  Parifh,  Townfhip  and  extraparochial 
Place  within  the  Diflrict,  in  proportion  to  the 
Sum  which  each  Parifh,  Townfhip  or  Place, 
has  paid  upon  a  Medium  of  the  Four  preced¬ 
ing  Years,  for  or  upon  account  of  their  Poor* 

OBSERVATION. 

This  'Proportion  will  be  eafily  found ,  and  it 
appears  jufl  and  reafonable ,  that  each  Parifh, 
Townfhip  and  Place ,  (hould  contribute  to  this 
Expence,  in  proportion  to  their  prefent  Burden  ; 
if  it  produces  the  falutary  Relief  expe&ed',  they  will 
have  the  Benefit  of  it  in  the  fame  Proportion . 

That  in  order  to  afcertain  what  Sums  have 
been  expended,  the  Juftices  of  Peace  in  every 
Hundred  or  Divifion,  wherein  fuch  Pariih, 
Townfhip  or  Place  lhall  lie,  be  authorized 

to 
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to  enquire  Into  the  fame,  upon  Oath,  and 
fuch  Juftices  to  fettle  the  Proportion  to  be 
levied  and  paid  by  each  Parifh,  Townfhip 
or  Place,  to  any  certain  Sum  to  be  railed 
for  the  Ufe  of  fuch  Diftrict,  within  Three 
Months  after  the  paffing  of  the  Adt. 

If  any  Parifh,  Townfhip  or  Place,  fball 
think  themfelves  aggrieved  by  fuch  Deter¬ 
mination  of  the  juftices,  they  may  appeal  to 
the  next  General  Quarter-Seflions  for  that 
County,  whofe  Determination  fhall  be  final. 

That  no  Afteflment  to  any  Sum  for  the 
Purpofes  of  this  A  (ft,  fhail  within  either  of 
the  firft  Two  Years,  exceed  one  Fourth  Part 
of  the  Sums  fo  Annually  paid  upon  a  Medium 
in  fuch  preceding  Ye  ar  s  AdT 

s*ft**r  *r  ;&/**?  ********* 
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During  the  fir  ft  Two  Tears ,  each  Farijh  and 
Place  will  be  liable  to  maintain  its  own  Poor , 
under  the  prefient  Laws ,  but  it  may  be  necejfiary 
to  raife  the  Inter cjl  of  the  Money  to  be  borrowed , 
and  it  is  apprehended ,  that  will  not  exceed  a 
Fourth  of  the  Annual  Sum  ufiually  raifed;  in 
the  fiubfiequent  liars  it  is  expelled  the  Savings 
by  .thefie  Regulations  will  be  more  than  the 
Inter  eft  oft  fuch  Money ,  fo  that  the  Inhabitants 
in  thefie  Dift riels  will  have  a  great  Profipecl 
of  feeing  their  Poors  Levies  de  ere  a  fed ,  and  an 
Afiurance  f  rom  fuch  a  Claufie  in  the  All,  that 
they  cannot  be  advanced .  This  Ctauje  has  been 
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introduced  into  fome  of  the  Acts  for  Uniting 
Hundreds ,  and  jound  agreeable  to  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  there,  and  to  be  attended  with  no  Incon¬ 
venience . 

That  Payments  ufually  made  out  of  the 
Poors  Rates,  for  County  Rates  and  other 
Purpofes  not  applicable  to  the  Poor,  fhall 
for  the  future,  be  levied  and  collected  by 
a  feparate  Afleffment. 

The  Poor  of  each  Pan(h,  Townfhip  and 
Place  to  continue  under  the  Care  and  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Churchwardens  and  Overfeers, 
according  to  the  prefent  Laws,  until  fuch 
Buildings  fhall  be  ereded,  furnifhed,  and 
flocked,  and  then  to  be  conveyed  by  the 
refpedive  Churchwardens  and  Overfeers  into 
the  Buildings  fo  to  be  provided  for  them. 

As  foon  as  the  Buildings  fhall  be  com- 
pleated,  and  fitted  up,  a  general  Meeting  of 
the  Guardians  fhall  be  called,  and  a  new  Lift 
of  Directors  eleded  by  Ballot,  out  of  the 
Guardians,  as  before,  but  to  contain  double 
the  Number  of  thofe  firft  eleded,  and  to  have 
Two  or  more  eleded  out  of  each  Parifh,  if 
fo  many  are  to  be  there  found. 

Thofe  Diredors  to  meet  Quarterly,  and 
to  be  impowered  to  make  Rules  and  Orders 
for  the  governing  and  employing  the  Poor, 
and  to  fill  up  Vacancies  of  Diredors,  or  Of¬ 
ficers,  a*nd  to  examine  the  Accounts  at  fuch 
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(Quarterly  Meetings,  but  the  Accounts  to  be 
paffed  and  figned  by  the  Directors  annually. 

A  Number  of  fuch  Directors,  not  lefs  than 
Fifteen,  to  be  appointed  at  each  Quarterly 
Meeting,  fhall,  by  agreement  amongft  them- 
felves,  be  divided  into  Committees,  confiding 
of  a  proper  Number,  and  to  meet  Weekly 
at  the  Hofpital,  in  order  to  infpedt  and  ex¬ 
amine  the  Proceedings  there,  and  to  enforce 
the  Rules,  Orders,  and  Regulations,  fo  to  be 
made  for  the  Government  thereof. 

At  fuch  Quarterly  Meetings,  the  Directors, 
with  the  Concurrence  of  a  Juftice  of  Peace, 
to  afcertain  the  Sum  necefiary  to  be  raifed 
upon  each  Parifh,  Townfhip  or  Place,  within 
their  Diftridt,  for  the  fucceeding  Quarter,  and 
to  iflue  their  Warrants,  under  Seal  of  the 
Corporation,  to  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
feers  of  the  Poor  of  every  fuch  Parifh,  Town- 
iliip  or  Place,  requiring  fuch  Sum  to  be  paid 
to  the  Treafurer  for  fuch  Diftri<d,  the  fame 
to  be  raifed  by  Taxation  in  the  like  Man¬ 
ner  as  the  Poors  Rates  are  now  levied. 

The  Directors  to  make  an  Allowance  to 
fome  neighbouring  Clergyman  of  the  Church 
of  England ,  for  vifiting  the  Sick,  inftrutfting 
the  Perfons  in  fuch  Houfes  in  the  Principles 
of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  performing  other 
Offices  of  his  Function  there ;  and  alfo  to  fome 
Apothecary  to  attend  the  Sick. 

Poor  Perfons  refufing  to  Work  in  fuch 
Houfes,  or  being  guilty  of  any  immoral, 

indecent. 
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indecent,  or  diforderly  Behaviour,  to  bepunifh- 
ed  by  Correction,  abatement  of  Diet,  diftinc- 
tion  in  Drefs,  or  Diet,  or  by  being  fet  in  the 
Stocks,  as  the  weekly  Committee  of  Directors 
fhall  think  fit,  and  as  the  Nature  of  the  Cafe 
and  Age  of  the  Perfon  fhall  require. 

Profits  from  the  Labour  of  the  Poor  to 
be  applied  in  aid  of  the  AflfefTments  within 
each  DiftriCt,  but  the  Directors  to  have  Power 
to  encourage  the  rnoft  induftrious  Poor ;  and 
alfo  the  Governor,  or  Matron,  by  Gratuities 
out  of  thofe  Profits,  if  they  think  they  deferve 
it* 

Poor  Children  of  tender  Age.  to  be  nurfed 
in  the  Hofpital,  or  by  proper  Perfons  in  the 
Neighbourhood,  as  the  Directors  fhall  find 
moft  convenient. 

As  foon  as  they  fhall  be  able  to  Work, 
to  be  employed  in  the  Work-houfe,  in  Bufinefs 
fuitable  for  them,  and  when  of  proper  Age, 
to  be  bound  Apprentice,  with  the  Confent  of 
a  Juftice  of  Peace,  to  the  Sea-fervice,  or  in 
Trade,  or  hired  to  Service  in  any  Family,  or 
difmifled  to  their  Parents  or  Friends,  as  the 
Directors  at  a  Quarterly  Meeting  fhall  think 
moft  proper.  But  no  fuch  male  Child  to  be 
bound  longer  than  until  his  Age  of  Twenty- 
onye,  nor  any  female  Child,  longer  than  until 
her  Age  of  Eighteen. 

Any  Poor  Perfon  within  the  Hofpital,  may 
be  hired  out  to  the  neighbouring  Farmers 
in  Harveft-time,  at  fuch  Wages  as  fhall  be 

C  2  agreed 
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agreed  upon,  between  the  Directors  and  fuch 
Farmers. 

That  where  County-Hofpitals  are  already 
provided,  poor  Perfons  upon  all  dangerous 
Accidents,  or  Occafions,  which  require  the 
Affiftance  of  a  Surgeon  or  Phyfician,  to  be 
fent  thither,  from  each  Diftridt,  and  the 
Treafurer  of  the  Diftridt,  to  pay  to  the 
Treafurer  of  fuch  Hofpital  a  weekly  Sum, 
to  be  fpecified  in  the  Adt,  for  the  time 
each  Patient  fhall  ftay  there. 

In  Counties  where  there  are  no  fuch 
Hofpitals,  to  have  an  additional  Building 
for  thofe  Purpofes,  in  the  Hofpital,  in  that 
Diftrid  which  lies  neareft  the  Center  of 
the  County,  and  can  have  the  beft  Affiftance 
of  Phyficians  or  Surgeons,  and  a  Contribution 
from  each  other  Diftridl  for  fuch  additional 
Building,  in  the  Proportions  they  have  fo 
paid  on  a  Medium  of  Four  Years-,  as  before 
mentioned,  befides  fuch  weekly  Pay  to  fuch 
Patient. 

A  Horfe-Litter,  or  proper  Vehicle  to  be 
^  .  Tept  at  the  Hofpital  of  every  DiftridLTor 
conveying  thefe  Objects  in  the  fafeft  and 
eafieft  way  to  fuch  County-Hofpital. 

OBSERVATION. 

By  form  Provifion  of  this  kind,  a  confide 
rable  Expence  will  be  faved  in  the  Hofpitals 
of  the  Diftridl ,  the  poor  unhappy  Objedls  will 

have 
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have  the  bejl  Care  and  Ajfiftance  that  can  be 
procured  for  them,  and  Phyficians  and  Surgeons 
of  Character  and  Experience  will  foon  be  had  in 
every  County ,  which  will  be  a  great  Happinefs 
to  the  Rich  as  well  as  the  Poor . 

That  convenient  Places  be  provided  in  dif¬ 
ferent  Parts  of  this  Kingdom  for  the  Recep¬ 
tion  of  Ideots  and  Lunaticks,  at  one  of  fuch 
County  Hofpitals  which  fhall  be  neared  the 
Center  of  feven  or  eight  adjacent  Counties, 
and  that  each  Diftridt  in  fuch  Counties  fhall 
contribute  to  the  Expence  of  eredting  fuch 
Buildings,  in  the  Proportions  above,  and  fhall 
alfo  allow  a  weekly  Sum,  as  above,  for  each 
Patient,  to  be  fent  from  every  fuch  Diftridt. 

OBSERVATION. 

/ 

I 

Some  Provifon  for  this  Purpoje  feems  necef- 
fary,  when  we  confider  the  Number  of  unhappy 
Objects  of  this  fort  which  are  permitted  to  expofe 
themfelves  in  the  publick  Streets  and  Highways 
in  many  Parts  of  the  Kingdom ,  to  the  P)if grace 
of  our  Laws,  and  of  Human  Nature  itjelf  or 
confined  and  concealed  in  Places  called  private 
Madhoufes,  frequently  from  very  bad  Motives . 

That  the  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  by  the 
Advice  and  Order  of  the  Dirediors  at  their 
Weekly  Committee,  and  not  otherwife,  may 
allow  feme  Occafional  Relief  to  any  poor 

Houfholder, 
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Houfholder,  who  by  Sicknefs  or  other  una¬ 
voidable  Accident  fhall  be  reduced  to  Diftrefs, 
and  be  thought  improper  to  be  removed  to 
the  Hofpital. 

The  Corporation  to  be  enabled  to  take  all 
Benefactions  and  Voluntary  Contributions, 
which  may  be  given  for  the  Encouragement 
ot  cnis  Charity,  and  to  apply  the  fame  in  the 
hrfl  Place  to  defray  the  Expences  of  the  Pur- 
chafe-Money,  Buddings  and  Furniture,  and 
afterwards  to  anfwer  the  further  Purpofes  of 
the  ACt. 


OBSERVATION. 

If  fome  Scheme  of  this  fort  can  be  carried  into 
"Execution ,  it  will  rejoice  every  good  Heart  to 
Jee  the  Poor  fo  much  regarded  and  /o  well  pro¬ 
vided  for ,  and  cannot  fail  exciting  many  chari¬ 
table  Donations ,  as  there  never  was  a  Pi  me 
when  the  Inclinations  of  thole  who  have  the 
Ability  to  give ,  were  more  difpofed  to  compaf- 
fionate  and  relieve  the  DiftreJJes  of  their  Fellow 
Creatures  than  the  prefent ,  if  they  could  have 
any  well  grounded  Affurance  that  their  Bene - 
fathons  would  be  fo  applied ;  but  the  notorious 
Abufe  of  many  Charities  difcourages  every  fuch 
good  Intention . 

It  feems  very  worthy  the  Attention  of  the 
Legijlature ,  to  have  all  the  publtck  Charities 
enquired  into ,  and  perhaps  many  which  have 
been  given  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor ,  and  mif- 

appliedy 
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applied,  may  when  directed  to  the  ObjeBs  for 
which  they  were  appointed ,  tend  to  facilitate 
this  Scheme ,  but  that  may  be  more  properly  the 
Subject  of  another  Aid  of  Parliament. 

To  have  all  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Set¬ 
tlements,  Relief,  and  Removal  of  Paupers;  to 
Certificates  of  the  Places  of  their  Settlement; 
to  the  putting  out  of  Parifh  Apprentices;  to 
Baftard  Children,  or  their  reputed  Parents;  to 
the  apprehending,  punifhing  and  removing  of 
Rogues,  Vagabonds  and  Beggars;  to  the  pair¬ 
ing  and  removing  of  Vagrants,  repealed  at 
the  end  of  two  Years  after  palling  the  in¬ 
tended  Aft,  in  refpedt  of  ail  fuch  Diftricls  as 
(hall  then  have  eredled,  furnifhed  and  ftoeked 
the  Houfes  purfuant  to  the  Directions  of  this 
Adi;  fo  far  as  the  fame  concern  any  Parifhes, 
Townfhips  or  Places  within  fuch  Diftridl;  or 
within  any  other  Diftridl:  which  fhall  have 
complied  with  the  Requifites  of  the  Adi;  and 
with  refpedt  to  all  or  any  other  Diftridl  or 
Diftridts,  in  the  fame  manner,  from  the  time 
they  fhall  have  complied  with  the  Adi. 

OBSERVATION. 

This  Scheme  is  calculated  for  the  whole  King¬ 
dom ,  and  it  is  hoped  by  the  Means  her ea ftp' 
mentioned ,  it  may  be  uniter  [ally  executed ,  and 
afford  general  Satisfaction',  but  if  it  Jkould  hap¬ 
pen  that  any  Di /trill  Jhculd  not  hare  its  Build ~ 
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ings  f mi  [had  in  the  "Time,  it  may  he  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  let  the  Parijhes  and  Places  in  fuch  Dif~ 
triffiy  act  under  the  prefent  Laws ,  till  Parlia¬ 
ment  fhall  think  fit  to  take  their  particular  Cafe 
into  Conjideration, 

The  Subftance  of  the  Laws  relating  to  the 
Appointment  of  Overfeers,  to  the  making  Af- 
feffments,  levying  of  the  Poors  Rates,  to  the 
Punifhment  of  Overfeers  for  Mifbehaviour, 
and  to  the  Method  of  their  Accounting;  to 
the  obliging  Parents  and  Children,  when  of 
Ability,  to  maintain  each  other;  to  the  making 
the  Property  of  Hufbands  who  fhall  run  away 
from  their  Wives  and  Families  liable  to  be 
difpofed  of  for  their  Maintenance,  to  the  Pu¬ 
nifhment  of  the  reputed  Fathers  and  Mothers 
of  Baftard  Children,  and  to  the  compelling 
them  to  contribute  to  their  Relief  and  Main¬ 
tenance;  to  be  enumerated  and  enforced  with 
fuch  Amendments  as  fhall  be  thought  expe¬ 
dient  in  this  intended  Act. 

That  after  the  Houfes  fhall  be  fo  provided, 
Rocked  and  furnifhed,  and  the  Poor  removed 
thither,  purfuant  to  the  Directions  of  the  Act, 
no  Perfon  be  permitted  to  beg  or  afk  Alms, 
and  Perfons  relieving;  them  to  be  liable  to  a 
Penalty; 

All  poor  Perfons  aiking  or  wanting  Relief, 
and  all  Badards  or  other  poor  Children  want¬ 
ing  Relief,  to  go,  or  be  taken  by  any  Perfon 
to  the  Overfeer  of  the  Poor  of  the  Parilh, 

Town- 
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Townfhip  or  Place,  where  they  (hall  then 
be,  who  fliall  convey  them  to  the  Hoofe  for 
that  Diftrict,  there  to  be  relieved  if  Sick,  or 
unable  to  Work,  arid  employed  if  able  to 
Work,  til!  the  weekly  Meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  who  fhaii  examine  and  continue  them 
in  the  Hofpital,  Work-houfe  or  Houfe  of  Cor¬ 
rection,  as  they  think  proper,  or  relieve  them 
and  fend  them  forward  on  their  lawful  Oc- 
cafions,  with  a  Teftimonial  as  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned. 

That  the  Conftables  be  directed  to  make 
frequent  privy  Searches  by  Warrants  from 
Juftices  of  Peace,  for  all  Rogues,  Vagabonds, 
fturdy  Beggars,  and  diforderly  Perfons,  to 
take  them  before  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  or  to  the 
weekly  Committee  of  Directors  for  the  Dif¬ 
trict,  to  be  examined,  and  difmified,  employ¬ 
ed,  or  punifhed,  as  (hall  be  found  neceffary. 

If  any  Perfon  fo  examined  and  detained 

* 

fhall  be  fufpected  of  having  committed  any 
Felony,  Robbery,  or  other  Mifdemeanor,  he 
may  be  advertifed  in  the  moft  publick  Paper 
of  that  Country,  with  a  Defcription  of  his 
Perfon  and  where  to  be  feen. 

If  any  able  bodied  Perfon  who  fhaii  he  or¬ 
dered  to  hard  Labour  fhaii  refufe  to  work, 
or  mifbehave  himfelf,  he  fliall  be  corrected 
by  Whipping  or  otherwife,  and  after  con¬ 
tinuing  for  a  certain  Time  in  inch  State 
of  Difobedience,  to  be  committed  to  the 
County  Goal;  there  to  lie  till  the  next  A  Size 
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or  General  Quarter-Sefflons,  and  then  to  be 
indicted  and  tried  for  that  Offence,  and  if  con-* 
victed,  to  be  tranfported  to  fome  of  his  Ma^ 
jelly’s  Colonies  or  Plantations. 

As  the  beft  Means  of  difcovering  the  Con¬ 
dition  and  Circumftances  of  the  Perfons  fo 
to  be  apprehended,  the  Act  may  direct  that 
Perfons  defirous  to  Travel  for  Trade,  Har- 
veft-work,  or  on  any  other  lawful  Occafion, 
may  have  Letters -Teftimonial  from  any  Juf- 
tice  of  Peace,  cr  Director  within  each  Dif¬ 
trict,  fpecifving  the  Name  of  the  Perfon,  his 
Occupation,  Place  of  Abode,  Time  when 
given,  Place  or  Places  to  which  he  is  going, 
and  on  what  Occafion,  and  when  apprehended 
it  may  appear  from  this,  whether  he  is  pur- 
fuing  his  Journey  and  Bufmefs  or  not,  and 
when  thought  proper  to  be  difmiffed  from  the 
Houle  in  luch  Diftrict,  he  may  receive  a  new 
Teflimonial  from  the  Directors,  exprefling  the 
Time  and  Occafion  of  his  being  detained  there 
if  thought  proper. 

To  prevent  the  counterfeiting  thefe  Tefti- 
monials,  the  Act  may  direct  a  particular  Seal 
to  be  put  upon  them,  naming  the  Diftrict  in 
which  they  are  given,  with  fome  Mark  or 
Device  upon  it,  that  may  be  thought  mo  ft 
effectual  for  that  Purpofe. 

If  Directors  refufe  to  hold  Quarterly  Meet¬ 
ings,  or  to  make  the  neceflary  Rates  for  the 
Purpofcs  of  this  Act,  to  be  liable  to  a  Penalty, 
and  Two  juftiges  of  PeacQ  in  luch  Cafes, 

to 
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to  make  Rates,  and  fettle  the  Proportions  to  be 
raifed  by  each  Parifh,  Town  (hip  or  Place, 
purfuant  to  the  Directions  of  the  Act. 

Directors  refufing  to  act,  when  chofe,  or 
refuting  to  attend  the  weekly  Committees,  to 
be  alfo  liable  to  a  Penalty. 

All  Penalties  inflicted  by  the  Act,  to  be 
paid  to  the  Treafurer  of  the  Diftrict,  and  ap¬ 
plied  as  Part  of  the  Fund,  for  the  Purpofes  of 
the  Act. 

The  Corporation  in  each  Diftrict  to  be  at 
Liberty  to  fet  up,  ufe  and  carry  on  any  Trade, 
Miftery  or  Occupation,  for  the  fetting  on 
Work  and  better  Relief  of  the  Poor  within 
fuch  Diftrict. 

An  Account  from  each  Diftrict  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament  every  Year,  ftating  the  An¬ 
nual  Expence,  particularly  diftinguifhing  what 
paid  to  Officers,  what  for  Maintenance,  Cloath- 
ing,  and  Stock  bought  in,  alfo  fpecifying  the 
Number  of  Poor  of  each  Clafs  and  Denomina¬ 
tion,  the  Money  gained  by  Labour,  collected 
by  Levies,  and  received  from  Charitable  Do¬ 
nations. 

OBSERVATION. 

This  will  enable  Parliament  to  a  (tend  the 
Prcgrefs  of  this  Great  Work,  and  to  give  it 
fnch  further  yfjjiflance  from  Time  to  Time ,  as 
jhall  be  found  necejfary ,  till  it  can  be  brought 
to  the  highcjl  Perfection. 

D  2 
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Some  Annual  Reward  to  that  Dijlrict  which 
/ball  appear  mojl  Deferring  cf  it7  may  excite  a 
laudable  Emulation  among/I  them. 


As  an  Inducement  to  the  feveral  Didricts 

V  . 

to  compleat  their  Buildings  and  make  them 
fit  for  the  Reception  of  the  Poor  within  the 
Two  Years: 


The ’Act  may  direct  a  Sum  of  Money  to 
be  rai fed  by  Lotteries  within  the  Two  Years, 
or  in  fuch  other  manner  as  (hall  be  thought 
more  proper,  and  diftributed  at  the  end  of 
the  Two  Years  amongft  fuch  Didricts  as 
mall  within  that  time  have  finished ,  com- 
pleated,  docked  and  furnifhed  the  neceflary 
Buildings  directed  by  the  Act,  in  the  Pro¬ 
portions  which  each  Diftrict  hath  paid  for 
their  Poor  on  a  Medium  in  the  lad  Four 
Years;  the  Accounts  of  the  medium  Sums  to 
be  tranfinitted  by  the  Judices  to  the  Treafury, 
when  they  have  fettled  them;  this  Money 
to  be  applied  by  the  Treafurer  of  each  Dis¬ 
trict  in  difeharging  fo  much  of  the  Money 
borrowed  for  purchaiing  the  Lands  and  erect¬ 


ing  the  Buddings. 

As  a  further  Inducement  for  every  Didrict 
to  comply  with  the  Act,  it  may  direct  that 
a  Sum  of  Money,  not  exceeding  what  they 
have  annually  collected  for  the  Ufe  or  on 
account  of  their  Poor  upon  a  Medium  for 
the. fed  Four  Years,  be  railed  and  paid  by 
finch  Didricts  as  fhall  ref  ufe  to  comply,  into 


the 
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the  Hands  of  the  Treafurer  of  each  County, 
and  diftributed  in  the  Proportions  before- 
mentioned,  to  fuch  Diftricts  as  (hall  have 
complied  with  the  Act. 

OBSERVATION. 

The  Convenience  and  Utility  of  a  Scheme  cf 
this  fort  to  the  Poor  and  to  thofe  who  at  prefent 
maintain  them  may  appear  very  evident ,  but  as 
it  is  a  Matter  of  the  highefl  Importance  it  will 
require  the  utmofl  Exertion  of  the  Legijlative 
Authority  of  this  Kingdom ,  both  by  its  Rewards 
and  P uni  foments ,  to  carry  it  into  Execution ; 
and  therefore  the  Two  laft  Propofitions  are 
more  particularly  fubmitted  to  their  Confidera - 
ti$n. 

That  fuch  Hundreds  or  Diftricts  as  are 
already  incorporated  or  united  under  Acts  of 
Parliament  for  the  Relief  and  Employment  of 
their  Poor  (hall  continue  to  have  the  Benefit 
of  thofe  Acts,  and  in  all  other  refpects  be 
fubject  to  the  new  intended  Law,  and  to  have 
their  Proportions  of  the  Government  Money, 
and  that  arifing  from  Diftricts  which  may 
rcfufe  to  comply  with  this  intended  Act. 

If  there  (hall  be  any  Parifh  or  Place  which 
hath  no  Poors  Levy,  but  may  be  likely  to 
produce  Poor  to  the  Djftrict  wherein  it  lies, 
a  reafonable  Proportion  to  be  fettled  by  the 

Juftices, 
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Juftices,  for  their  Contribution  to  the  Expences 
of  that  Diftrict. 

-v 

OBSERVATIONS 

Concerning  fome  preparatory  Steps  which 
appear  necejjary  for  the  Con/ideration  of  this 
Scheme  the  next  Sejjions  of  Parliament * 

To  have  Plans  of  every  County  in  England 
and  Wales ,  deferibing  every  Parifh  and  Town- 
Imp  which  maintains  its  own  Poor,  and  alfo 
every  extraparochial  Place. 

An  accurate  Survey  by  Admeafurement 
would  be  too  tedious  and  expenfive,  but  if 
done  by  cccular  Survey  and  deferibed  in  a 
Map  by  a  Scale  of  a  Mile  in  an  Inch,  as  near* 
as  it  can  be  conveniently  done,  fuch  Maps 
might  foon  be  procured  at  a  moderate  Ex¬ 
pence. 

If  in  large  Counties  a  Perfon  was  to  be 
employed  in  each  Hundred,  and  afterwards 
all  the  Hundreds  to  be  united  by  one  Hand, 
it  would  facilitate  the  Bufinefs. 

Every  Perfon  employed  in  this  Work  might 
at  the  fame  time  collect  from  the  Parifh 
Officers  an  Account  of  the  Number  of  Poor, 
and  of  the  Money  paid  for  their  Ule,  within 
every  Pariffi,  Townfhip  or  Place  in  each  of 
the  Four  lad  Years,  and  alfo  an  Account  as 
near  as  conveniently  can  be  had,  of  the 
whole  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  every  fuch 

Pariffi, 
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Pari  Hi,  Townfhip  or  Place,  which  would 
enable  the  Legiflaturefqj^ivide  the  Counties 
into  the  mod  proper  a^jjpconvenient  Diftricts, 
as  many  Parts  are  very  populous,  and  others 
but  little  inhabited. 

It  is  apprehended  the  Juftices  of  Peace  in 
each  Hundred,  and  the  feveral  Pariffi  Officers, 
will  be  very  ready  to  give  their  Affiftance 
for  that  Purpofe,  if  it  was  recommended  to 
them  by  his  Majefty,  or  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament. 

If  the  Expence  of  taking  fuch  Survey,  &c. 
was  at  firft  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Publick 
Revenue,  it  might  be  directed  by  the  intended 
Act,  to  be  repaid  by  the  Treafurer  of  each 
County  out  of  the  County  Rates. 
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